
 
     Naumai Haeremai ki te Karet i o Makoura  

    Dear Parents 
 

    There are many good reasons for choosing Makoura College for your childs  
    education.  Makoura College is a progressive College.  That is, although it    
   r retains the positive aspects associated with traditional models of education, it is 
    continually searching for improved and more effective ways of promoting  
    learning.  Makoura College regularly reviews what it is offering in order to better      
    meet the needs of its clients (the students), its community and the changing   
    world.   
     

    Because of our relatively small size we try hard to ensure that all students are
    known, valued and acknowledged as individuals.  We consider ourselves a 
    family and believe that you, the parents and guardians of our students are also 
    part of this family.  By working together we can enhance the positive  
    development and education of your children.   
 
Like all schools Makoura’s fundamental focus is on education.  To this end our professional, hard working and 
caring staff provide a high level of expertise in a wide range of subjects supported by cutting edge technology 
and well equipped buildings and classrooms.  In addition to this, and in line with the view that success in the 
21st century will demand more than just a good education, Makoura places a strong emphasis on developing 
the whole person and young people of good character.  To this end we work hard to offer students educational 
opportunities in a range of activities such as Outdoor Recreation, Sport, Art, cultural areas and work 
experience.   
 
Underpinning our approach and at the heart of our school are two defining concepts.  The first of these involves 
the idea of personal and social responsibility.  That is, there is a strong expectation at Makoura College for both 
staff and students to meet individual and shared responsibilites.  Accordingly, in terms of our students we do 
not operate a regimented regime where students are forced to behave in certain ways.  Instead, our focus is on 
teaching responsibility.  Through this process, it is our belief young people will learn to do what is right for the 
right reasons, rather than just doing what is right to avoid a punishment.  This is not to say we do not have 
rules or consequences.  We do, but a major focus of such consequences is to help students to correct 
inappropriate behaviours.  As a result, we believe students are more likely to become valued, contributing and 
successful members of 21st century communities.   
 
The second concept under pinning what we do here at Makoura involves focusing on students strengths.  We 
believe all students have unique talents and that it is our job to help students unlock these.  Over emphasizing 
student’s short comings or weaknesses is unlikely to result in students realizing their talents.  Hence, at 
Makoura we believe in a strengths based approach to education, where we see the glass as half full, not half 
empty.   
 
This prospectus aims to give you a flavour of Makoura College.  I encourage you to visit Makoura and see it for 
yourself.  Please feel free to join your child when they come on an orientation visit from their primary or 
intermediate school.  If you would like an individual tour please ring the College office and we will arrange this.  
 
Choose Makoura College, we’re going places.   
 

Tom Hullena 
Principal 
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·  Makoura College will provide a safe (physically and 
emotionally) learning environment. 

 
·  Makoura College will provide excellence in teaching 

and learning. 
 
·  Makoura College will provide a variety of pathways 

for student success. 
 
·  Makoura College will provide regular revisions of its 

strategic plan in order to better meet the needs of its 
students and community. 
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Principal:  
Mr Tom Hullena; Diploma in Sports Studies, Diploma in 
Bilingual Teaching, Diploma in Teaching, BA, Post 
Graduate Diploma Sports Management, MA (Education) 
with Distinction 
 
 
Deputy Principal: 
Mrs Sandee Lidbetter;  BSc, TTC 
 
 
Assistant Principal: 
Mr Paul Foley;  BA (Hons), MA (Hons), PGTC 
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YEAR 9 
Year 9 students are taught in a home room for their core subjects.  Other 
specialist subjects are experienced throughout the year in specialist 
rooms.   
 
YEAR 10 
Year 10 students study the core subjects of English, Maths, Physical 
Education and Health, Science and Social Studies as well as two option 
subjects. 
 
YEAR 11 TO 13 
Senior students are encouraged to study at multi levels – Level 1, 2, 3 or 
higher according to their ability.  Teachers are able to cater for individual 
learning capabilities within the same class.   
 
SUBJECTS AVAILABLE AT MAKOURA COLLEGE 
Art   Graphics  Photography   
Biology  History   Physical Education and        
Chemistry  Horticulture          Health 
Computer Studies Japanese  Physics 
Design Technology Makoura Challenge Practical Technology 
Economics  Mathematics  Science 
Employment Skills Music   Sculpture  
English  Outdoor Recreation Social Science 
Food and Nutrition Painting  Te Reo Maori 
Gateway  Performing Arts 
 
Video Conferencing 
An extended range of subject opportunities exists via the Colleges video 
conferencing system.  This system allows students to be taught subjects 
from teachers in video conferencing schools anywhere in New Zealand.  
Teachers from throughout New Zealand are able to teach groups of 
students using the latest technology keeping them up with the latest 
developments in their field.   
 
In this “virtual” school zone students can link to class mates and 
teachers live from all over New Zealand.  These interactive video link 
classes are also supported by students completing on-line activities in 
their own time.  The students link into the lessons and they view the 
teacher on the TV set in the classroom.  The teacher is also able to see 
the students on their TV set and they are able to communicate directly.  
This is followed up with a range of online activities which students 
complete in their own time.   
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GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR AND DEANS �
Makoura College has a full time Guidance Counsellor.  The Guidance 
Counsellor is available to help students and their Whanau with a wide 
range of issues, both in and out of school.   The Deans make up the rest 
of the Guidance team.  Each year level has a Dean.   
 
HEALTH CLINIC 
A Health Clinic is available for students two days per week in the 
College grounds.  The Health Clinic gives free, confidential access to a 
registered nurse and a general practitioner.   
 
MENTORING AND SUPPORT FOR ALL STUDENTS �
All students are assigned to a Wakahuia Teacher who meets with them 
at least three times per week.  The role of this Teacher is to get to know 
each student and provide mentoring, academic and pastoral care 
support.    In Years 11, 12 and 13 the key focus of Wakahuia is to 
provide mentoring and support for students with regard to NCEA 
qualifications.  The teachers discuss goals with the students and provide 
information to help them achieve the highest possible qualifications.      
�
LEADERSHIP�
We believe students personal and social development is enhanced 
through taking on leadership roles.  Students are encouraged to go and 
opportunities exist through being a student leader, through the Student 
Council, through the Health Work Committee, through the Peer Support 
Programme and through a range of curriculum and extra-cucciular 
activities.   
 
LEARNING CENTRE 
The Learning Centre welcomes students whose educational needs are 
unable to be fully met through the mainstream subjects offered at the 
College.  Individual programmes are designed in partnership with 
caregivers to address each student’s individual needs.  We also offer 
literacy support for those students in Years 9 and 10 who require extra 
assistance to meet the literacy demands in their core classes.       
 

 

 



 

��
���"��� ��� �
	
��
�
��
���
����##��$�
 

SPORTS 
Students at Makoura College are encouraged to play sport for the 
school.  Students are able to play for outside teams when a suitable 
college team is not available.  All traditional sports codes are offered 
as well as specialist sports such as:  
Athletics   Cricket   Netball 
Badminton   Cross Country  Rifle Shooting  
Basketball   Futsal   Rugby 
Bowls    Golf   Soccer 
Canoe Polo   Hockey  Table Tennis 
Chess    Kayaking  Tennis 
 
CULTURAL 
Makoura College has an active Kapa Haka Group which has competed 
in the National Competitions.  College teams also participate in 
Matharapa, Speech Competitions, Music Assessment Concerts, 
Chess, Wairarapa Wearable Arts, Rock Quest, the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award and Stage Challenge.   
 
OUTDOOR RECREATION – ARE YOU READY FOR THE CHALLENG E? 
Outdoor Education provides an exciting educational opportunity for 
students in Years 12 and 13.  The program uses Outdoor Recreational 
Unit Standards which contribute to NCEA qualifications at Levels 1, 2 
and 3.  Credits can be gained in; Mountain Craft, Rockclimbing, 
Caving, Tramping, Adventure Based Learning, Kayakin g, 
Mountain Biking, Communication in the Outdoors and Risk 
Management .  A “hands-on”, “get involved” approach is the basis for 
the delivery of these Units.     
 
Leadership, teamwork, self motivation and self reliance are integral to 
the program.  Makoura College is an accredited provider registered 
with NZQA and SFRITO.   
 
EDUCATION OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 
Our students are active!  Makoura College offers a wide range of 
opportunities for outdoor activities in the junior school, including Year 9 
Camp and Junior Activities Week, which can include tramping, surfing, 
kayaking, diving and many other outdoor pursuits, not forgetting the 
chance to go on our annual ski and snowboarding trip. 
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CAREERS GUIDANCE�
The Careers service offers individual career planning and 
guidance for all students.  Along with the Gateway and Star 
Programmes the Career programme allows students to 
experience outside of school courses and work experience that 
link them to potential careers and genuine work experience.  
 
GATEWAY TO THE WORLD OF WORK 
Gateway is an exciting programme which links mostly Year 12 
and 13 students to their career choices and offers them an 
opportunity to gain Unit Standards pertaining to that career while 
they are still in school.  In the long run this saves students time 
and money when they go onto an apprenticeship.   
 

Gateway students are placed in a working environment at least 
one day per week where they do hands-on practical jobs.  They 
are visited (or a phone call is made) on a regular basis.    
Gateway students have been in a variety of work situations 
including Hairdressing, Early Childcare, Automotive, Building, 
Retail, Horticulture, Sport, Farming and Office Administration.   
 

Gateway is funded by the Tertiary Education Commission.  This 
can help pay for specialist clothing, equipment, travel expenses 
and other costs otherwise incurred by the student.  For instance 
all Gateway students are registered on a two-day First Aid 
Course before they are allowed on work placement.     
 
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE STUDENTS 
Makoura College welcomes international students from all over 
the world.  We have enjoyed hosting students from Brazil, 
Paraguay, Canada, the U.S.A., Colombia, Japan and China to 
name but a few countries.  Students are fully integrated into the 
College and many particularly enjoy the wide range of 
experiences that our Outdoor Recreation Department offers.  
Those who do not have English as their native language can 
learn ESOL (English for speakers of other languages).  All 
international students live with a New Zealand family to enhance 
their New Zealand experience and language skills, and the 
College takes seriously both the pastoral and academic needs of 
these students.   
 

At Makoura College we value what our international students 
bring.  They enrich us with their different cultures, personalities 
and the friendships that develop.  

 

 

 



 

 

 	
��
�
�
��"�&�
����
�
����� �

 

 

 

 


